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THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT  
Our Salvation is Born to Us                                         

Fr. Ranjan D’Sa OCD 

We are just a week away from Christmas. There is 

a lot of excitement and joy in the air. We are 

ready to celebrate the birth of our Messiah, the 

son of God. This feast is about us and our salva-

tion. We are celebrating the feast of the begin-

ning of our own salvation. From the perspective 

of Easter, the celebration of Christmas is very 

meaningful, as Jesus our salvation is coming to us.  

Today’s liturgies draw us into the mood of Christ-

mas. We see a virgin pregnant and ready to give 

birth. By the revelation of God, Joseph is asked to 

accept Jesus as his son and take care of both 

mother and child. In his second letter to the Co-

rinthians, Saint Paul tells us that every promise 

that God has made has been fulfilled in Christ (rf. 

2 Cor 1:20). Through Joseph, God fulfills the 

promise God made to David through prophet 

Nathan, “Your house and your kingdom will en-

dure forever before me; your throne will be estab-

lished forever” (2 Sam 7: 16). 

In today’s second reading, Saint Paul gives us a 

complete identity of Christ in a few words. In fact, 

it is a short formula of our profession of faith. 

Speaking of Christ, Paul says that Jesus is 

“descended from David according to the flesh and 

was declared to be Son of God with power accord-

ing to the Spirit” (Rom 1: 3-4). So, by flesh, Jesus 

is a son of David and heir to the throne of Israel 

and in the Spirit (conceived by the Holy Spirit), He 

is the Son of God. That is also true of the Eucha-

rist; at consecration what is worldly, the bread of 

wheat by the power of the Holy Spirit, becomes 

the body of Christ. It is the coming of Christ into 

our daily life, in the liturgy of the Eucharist, 

through the Holy Spirit.  

Saint Matthew sees the virginal birth of Christ as a 

fulfillment of the Old Testament prophesy. The 

kings of Damascus and Samaria were planning a 

siege on Judah. King Ahaz felt threatened, so he 

made an alliance with Assyria, a superpower of 

that time. This plan did not go well with Prophet 

Isaiah who confronted the King Ahaz saying that 

any alliance with the superpower would end in 

disaster for Judah, because Jerusalem would be-

come either colonized or destroyed. Prophet 

Isaiah urged the king to keep his trust in God and 

God’s promise to David, made through Prophet 

Nathan. As a result, Prophet Isaiah gave him a 

sign: “a young woman (virgin) shall conceive and 

bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.” (Is 

7: 14). 

Ahaz did not follow the request of the prophet 

and failed to trust God’s message. Assyria colo-

nized Jerusalem and though, he was a good king, 

Hezekiah (son of Ahaz) did not fulfill all the proph-

ecies. People waited for the messiah, the prom-

ised everlasting king to come and fulfill all the 

prophecies of Isaiah. Matthew now sees that this 

promise of Isaiah is being fulfilled in Christ. Jesus 

is the Son of God and son of David yet born of the 

Virgin. He will become Emmanuel, God-with-us, 

through His death and Resurrection.  

PARISH LITURGIES 
 

 —FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT—   
December 18 – December 24 

 

 

Tuesday, December 20   

8:30 am           +  Anna & Cicely                          

         Anthony 

Wednesday, December 21  

8:30 am          +  Kathy Mozerelle 

Thursday, December 22    

8:30 am     + Gerald McGraw                 

Friday, December 23   

8:30 am    +  Judith McFarlane     

9:00 – 10:00 am Adoration 
 

 —CHRISTMAS – SOLEMNITY OF THE 
 NATIVITY OF THE LORD— 

Saturday, December 24    

Christmas Eve 

5:00 pm (Carols begin at 4:30 pm) 

7:15 pm (Carols begin at 7:00 pm) 

11:30 pm (Carols begin at 11:15 pm) 

Sunday, December 25  

Christmas Day 

9:00 am   

11:00 am   Christmas Pageant 

The Octave of Christmas – Dec 25 to Jan 01 
“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for He 

has visited his people and set them free” 



 

SANCTUARY LAMP 
 

Our Sanctuary lamp will be lit this week in 
Memory of  Sam Rafauli     

 

Parishioners are invited to sponsor the Sanctuary Lamp that 
hangs above the tabernacle. This candle burns 24 hours a 
day, seven days a week as a sign of honour to Our Lord. If you 
wish to sponsor the Sanctuary Lamp for a special intention 
during a specific week, please contact the parish office. The 
cost is a $10 donation per week. Your intention will be noted 
in our weekly bulletin. 

HAMILTON DIOCESE PRAYER CALENDAR 

Monday, December  19 Rev. Msgr. Ivan Vuksic 

Tuesday, December 20 Rev. Pierre Caouette, L.C. 

Wednesday, December 21  Voluntas Dei Institute 
(i.v.Dei.) 

Thursday, December 22 Rev. Louis DeVaugelas, L.C. 

Friday, December 23 Rev. Jerek Scherber, L.C. 

Saturday, December 24 Rev. Adam Zettel, L.C. 

THE EUCHARISTIC CELEBRATION FOR CHRISTMAS 

Christmas Eve – Saturday December 24, 2022 

 5:00 pm (Carols begin at 4:30 pm) 

 7:15 pm (Carols begin at 7:00 pm) 

 11:30 pm (Carols begin at 11:15 pm) 

Christmas Day – Sunday December 25, 2022 

 9:00 am 

 11:00 am  (Christmas Pageant) 

Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God  - Holy Day of Obligation 

 Saturday, December 31, 2022 – 5:00 pm 

 Sunday, January 1, 2023 –  9:00 am   &   11:00 am 

Reservations are NOT required. 

LET US CELEBRATE CHRISTMAS TOGETHER 

Any time is a good time to invite family, friends, and neigh-

bours to attend Mass. Especially so during the beautiful 

Christmas season. What better gift can we give a loved one 

who is away from the Church than a warm invitation to Come 

Home for Christmas? Whether they have been away for a 

short time or a long time, we want all Catholics to know that 

they are warmly welcomed back to our Parish community. 

Please consider extending this invitation to loved ones, neigh-

bours, and colleagues – for more information, visit          

hamiltondiocese.com 

“May the Lord come in; he is king of glory.” 

We pray for the repose of the souls of our dearly                              

departed especially:                                                                                                         

Monsignor Raymond Modeski                                                                                                                             

Prior to becoming Pastor at St. Patrick’s, Burlington in 2004, Mon-

signor Modeski served as an assistant priest at our parish.  

Mr. Edward Kroetsch                                                                                                                             

Brother of our former Pastor, Monsignor Murray Kroetsch. 

May they rest in peace. 

MASS INTENTIONS 

Mass intentions are a great treasure of the Church and have a spir-

itual weight that is incalculable. As Pope Paul VI said, “The Mass is 

the perfect form of prayer!” One single Mass has more value than 

all the good works of men, because the Eucharistic Celebration is 

the work of God himself. If you would like to purchase a Mass In-

tention for someone (living or deceased), please contact the parish 

office. The cost is $10.00 per intention.   

SUNDAY OFFERING ENVELOPES 

Sunday offering envelopes for 2023 are available in the Parish Nar-

thex for all who are currently using envelopes. If you cannot find 

your envelope box, please leave your name, address, and phone 

number and envelope box # (if you know it) on the paper that is 

provided. If your number is 400 or above, you will be issued a new 

number. If you would like to receive parish envelopes but are not 

currently registered in the parish, kindly fill out the registration 

package found at the entrance of the church. If you require more 

information, please contact the parish office, 905-827-2323. 

On behalf of Father Ranjan and staff at Saint Dominic’s,            

Merry Christmas to you and your family! 

http://hamiltondiocese.com
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“Jesus was born of Mary, who was engaged to                     

Joseph, son of David.” 

YOUTH CHRISTMAS BONANZA 

All youth and 

parish families 

are welcome 

to attend our 

3rd Annual 

Christmas Bo-

nanza! Join us 

for food, 

games, crafts, 

and more! The 

Bonanza will 

take place on 

Wednesday 

December 21 

from 6:30 pm 

to 8:30 pm in the Parish Hall.  

Stations will be set up for children and youth to participate in vari-

ous activities led by parent volunteers and our teen leaders. If 

you're interested in helping to be part of this memorable event, 

please contact our parish youth minister, Michael Aguiar at the 

parish office or via email. We hope to see you there! 

PARENTING TIP OF THE MONTH 

Christmas is an exciting and busy time of year, a time when it is vital 

for parents to counter the secular side of the holiday, so heavily 

promoted, by helping their children understand the real ‘reason for 

the season.’ Ensuring you have a nativity set and Advent wreath in 

your home are important reminders that it is Christ we celebrate. 

Attending Mass, placing Jesus in the manger before opening pre-

sents on Christmas morning, giving to charity and reminding your 

children Baptism calls all of you to do so, are ways to give a place of 

importance to the birth of Jesus. If Christmas becomes only about 

Santa, it is a real loss for your children and their faith. From: Family 

Ministry Office. 

EVENING WITH HIS EXCELLENCY AUXILIARY                            
BISHOP WAYNE LOBSINGER 

Auxiliary Bishop Wayne Lobsinger invites everyone to join him for 

‘Evenings with His Excellency.’ An opportunity to learn more about 

our Catholic Faith based on the Catechism of the Catholic Church. 

Class is the second Friday of each month from 7:00 pm – 8:00 pm at 

St. Ann Parish, Ancaster. It is also available on St. Ann’s YouTube 

channel. No cost, no homework, just an opportunity to learn about 

our faith. All are welcome. 

“Jesus Christ, descended from David, was declared 

to be the Son of God.” 

OFFICE HOURS OVER CHRISTMAS 

Please note our business hours over Christmas                                            

and New Year                        

Tuesday, December 27th, 2022 -Closed- 

Wednesday, December 28th, 2022 9 am - 4 pm 

Thursday, December 29th, 2022 9 am - 4 pm 

Friday, December 30th, 2022 9 am - 4 pm 

Tuesday, January 3, 2023 -Closed- 

MARRIAGE TIP OF THE MONTH 

As we move toward the end of the year, take some time as a cou-

ple to reflect on your last twelve months together. Ask yourself 

what you did well and what you might do better, both for each 

other and for your marriage. Check in to see if you spent enough 

time together, if you remembered to compliment each other, 

showed gratitude for the gifts your spouse brings to your life and 

whether you felt joy more often than not. If your relationship 

needs strengthening, commit to finding the help you need to make 

it strong; if you feel good after your assessment, celebrate your 

love and thank God for his never-ending support. From: Family 

Ministry Office. 



   
 
 

 

Dominic Tonelli 
238 Cross Ave.   905-842-0042 

carpetwarehouse@bellnet.ca 

  

  DENNIS’ of OAKVILLE 
AUTO SERVICE 

 

Complete Auto Service 
To All Makes and Models 

 

Dennis Ciaccia 
501 Speers Road 905-842-6000 

  

 
 
 

COMMUNITY FUNERAL HOME 

 
 

  

Terry Cooke—Director 

64 Lakeshore Rd. W. 
905-844-2600 

www.koprivataylor.com 

 
 

  

 
 

    

     

    

 

 

     

     

     

     

     

    Please support our sponsors! 

To Advertise with us, 
please contact the parish 
office: 

    905-827-2373  or 

office@saintdominic.ca 


