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First Sunday of Advent
Fr. Ranjan D’Sa OCD

The last sentence of this Sunday’s gospel
passage — “and what | say to you | say to all:
Keep awake” — sets the tone for advent.

Advent is a time to prepare for the coming of
Christ into this world. The word Advent is a
pagan word meaning the “coming” of their
deity. This word was also used for a “visit” of
a king to a particular city or town. The early
church applied this same word to celebrate
the coming of Jesus, the Son of God at His
birth at Bethlehem.

Advent, therefore, is a time to prepare and
celebrate for the visit/coming of Christ into
our world. We do this preparation in two
distinct ways. Firstly, we go back into history
and learn about His actual coming into this
world. We try to learn the prophesies from
the Old Testament which foretell the coming
of a messiah. We also learn about the need
for Christ’s coming: the salvation of all hu-
manity — past, present, and future.

In today’s gospel, Jesus invites us to remain
awake and vigilant so that we may not miss
the visit of our God. Jesus is come to this
world to bring the glory of God to us. We
cannot afford to slumber and miss the op-
portunity of seeing his marvelous works.
When Jacob woke up from the dream in the

Old Testament, he realized that God had
come to Visit him, Jacob exclaimed, “Surely
the Lord is in this place and I did not know
it!" (Genesis 28:16)

Secondly, we prepare for His second coming
or “Parousia”. God comes to us every day of
our lives. He is present when we do some-
thing godly — spread love, work for peace
and reconciliation, and stand for justice. De-
finitively, He comes to us on the last day of
our history — individual and of the world — to
take us to himself. Preparing for Christ’s sec-
ond coming entails preparing for His coming
every day of our lives.

In the first reading Isaiah prays to God and
says, “Oh, that you would tear the heavens
open and come down!” (Isaiah 64: 1). Let our
prayers this advent be the same. Let us long
for the presence of Christ who alone can
dispel every form of darkness and struggle
from us.

Come! Lord Jesus, come!
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—FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT—

December 03 — December 09

Tuesday, December 05 - st. Sabas

8:30 am + Carmen Reeves
Wednesday, December 06 - st. Nicholas
8:30 am + John Van Dyk
Thursday, December 07 - st. Ambrose

8:30 am + Darryl Ward

Friday, December 08 - Solemnity of the

Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary
7:00 pm + Sybil O’Leary

Followed by a Short Meditation & Refreshments

—Second SUNDAY OF ADVENT—

Saturday, December 09 - st. Juan Diego

4:00 —4:30 pm Reconciliation

5:00 pm For:

+ Alexis Miller, + Gerald McGraw, Int. of
Sundeep Khosla

Sunday, December 10
9:00 am
11:00 am

For our

Parish




RECONCILIATION IN ADVENT

There will be an opportunity to receive the Sacrament of Recon-
ciliation during Advent, on Thursday, December 14™ from 6:30
pm — 8:30 pm in the Church. Please partake in this beautiful gift
of forgiveness and healing in preparation for Christmas. There
will be multiple priests to choose.

/ SANCTUARY LAMP

Our Sanctuary lamp will be lit this week
In Memory of Sybil O’Leary

Parishioners are invited to sponsor the Sanctuary Lamp

that hangs above the tabernacle. This candle burns 24
hours a day, seven days a week, as a sign of honour to Our Lord.
Ifyou wish to sponsor the Sanctuary Lamp for a special intention
during a specific week, please contact the parish office. The cost
is a $10 donation per week. Your intention will be noted in our
weekly bulletin.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY WISHES

A very special Happy Birthday to one of our SWAT members, Flo-
ra Pontarollo who celebrated her birthday this week.

—

“Beware, keep alert; for you do not know
when the time will come.”

SAINT DOMINIC PARISH 2"° ANNUAL CHRISTMAS DAY
FAMILY MASS & PAGEANT

Children in Grade 4 and up are invited to par-
ticipate in our parish Christmas Family Mass
as actors and readers! The dates of the practic-
es are as follows:

Friday December 08 — 4:00 to 6:00 pm
Friday December 15 —4:00 to 6:30 pm
Monday December 25 — 10:00 am sharp. We meet at church in the

meeting room to get prepared for the 11:00 am Christmas Day Mass.

If you would like to participate in
our Christmas Pageant, please con-
tact Mrs. Colleen Gamble at: col-
leengamble123@gmail.com, (905)-
330-9237 or Micharl Aguiar: Mi-
chael@saintdominic.ca at the par-
ish office (905-827-2373.

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR YOUNG WINNERS!

Congratulations to the following children who won a prize at the
Kid’s Corner at last weekend’s Christmas Bazaar.

Snowman Stuffie: Marijke

Jar of Candy Kisses: Vinz




CHRISTMAS BONANZA

Celebrate the joy of the season with St. Dominic’s Youth Ministry!
Our Christmas Bonanza will take place on Wednesday, December
20" from 6:30 pm — 8:00 pm. Join us for an evening filled with
festive fun for the whole family, including various stations of
crafts, games, food and more all led by our high school leaders!
Please RSVP to our Youth Minister, Michael by contacting the par-
ish office. All parents who are available to support in the organi-
zation of this event are encouraged to please contact the parish
office.

CWL - CANDLELIGHT ADVENT MASS

The CWL council at Mary, Mother of God Parish has invited Saint
Dominic CWL members to attend a Candlelight Advent Mass on
Wednesday December 13, 2023 at 6:30 pm at Mary, Mother of
God Parish, 2745 North Ridge Trail, Oakville, ON.

ADVENT CELEBRATION - DEC 08 - Solemnity of the
Immaculate Conception of Mary

On the evening of Friday, December 08, we are hosting an Ad-
vent Celebration starting at 7:00 pm with Mass for the Solemnity
of the Immaculate Conception. Mass will be followed by a short
meditation on the ‘Imitation of the Virgin Mother’ by Peter Swir-
zon, PhD. Afterwards, join us for a social with light refreshments
in the parish centre. While this event is FREE to all from our Saint
Dominic Parish Community, we invite those who are able to bring
along canned goods for the Good Shepherd Centre. Please make
plans to join us for our Advent Celebration, mix and mingle with
your Saint Dominic friends and family. All are welcome!

SOCIAL COMMITTEE EVENTS

In addition to our event above on December 08, the first Social
Committee event of 2024 will be a live concert by Fiddlestix — a
local community 5-piece band on Saturday, February 03. More
details to follow.

On Tuesday February 13, we will be having our Traditional Pan-
cake Supper. If you would like to pitch in and help, to plan and
host this event, you are invited to join the pancake supper volun-
teer committee at their scheduled meeting on Wednesday No-
vember 29" at 7:00 pm in the parish centre. We appreciate the
support that our wonderful Saint Dominic parishioners give to all
social committee initiatives and we look forward to a FUN and
event-filled 2024.

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 50/50 DRAW

Help support Marian Council #3881 Knights of Columbus charities
by participating in our 50/50 draw with councils across Ontario.
The jackpot is currently over $12,000 and climbing! The grand
prize draw will be drawn on December 31st! Get your tickets at
https://ontariokofcraffle.5050central.com/?0lc=3881

THE CHRISTMAS ANGEL TREE

The Christmas Angel Tree is now filled with requests for gifts for the
seniors living in the Oakville Seniors Centre. If you are able, please
pick up an Angel Card from the tree and return your wrapped gift to
the Narthex by the weekend of December 16“‘/17”‘. The seniors are
very appreciative of your kindness at Christmas time.

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

The season of Advent calls us to be vigilant in anticipation of the
Master’s return, so that we live each day according to the teachings
of Christ. Could God’s “particular task” for you be a call to a Church
vocation? If you think God is calling you to be a priest, religious or
deacon, contact Fr. Mark Morley, Directory of Vocations, Diocese of
Hamilton at 905-528-7988. Email: vocations@hamiltondiocese.com

HAMILTON DIOCESE PRAYER CALENDAR

Monday, December 04 Rev. Pierre Caouette, L.C.

Tuesday, December 05 Grandparents & Elderly

Order of Preachers
(Dominicans, 0.P.)

Wednesday, December 06

Thursday, December 07 Rev. Donald Sanvido

Friday, December 08 The Immaculate Conception

of the Blessed Virgin Mary

Saturday, December 09 Rev. David Perrin

SAINT DOMINIC PARISH
2415 Rebecca Street,

Oakville, Ontario, L6L 2B1

Phone: 905-827-2373

Fax: 905-827-6055

Email: office@saintdominic.ca

Website: saintdominic.ca

Pastor: Reverend Ranjan D’Sa OCD
rdsa@hamiltondiocese.com

Pastoral Associate/Youth Minister: Michael Aguiar

michael@saintdominic.ca

Deacon: Reverend Mr. Terry Murphy

Parish Accountant: Brian Thornton

Secretary: Mary Evans

Sacristan: Judi Kingry

Custodian: Peter Coffey

Parish Office Hours: Tuesday to Friday —9:00 am to 4:00 pm
(Closed from noon to 1:00 pm).

Follow us on social media!
Facebook: @saintdominicoakville & @saintdominicym
Instagram:  @saintdominicym


https://ontariokofcraffle.5050central.com/?olc=3881
mailto:vocations@hamiltondiocese.com

Helen & Anthony
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KOPRIVA TAYLOR

COMMUNITY FUNERAL HOME

ROYAL LEPAGE
—

Terry Cooke—Director
64 Lakeshore Rd. W.
905-844-2600 ‘
www.koprivataylor.com

Cell 289-772-8822
anthony.danko@royallepage.ca | anthonydanko.realtor

Cell 905-334-7770
helendanko.com | helen@helendanko.com

O Desjardins

Insurance

EXTRAORDINARY
SENIOR LIVING

AMICA

BRONTE HARBOUR

rant Leslie
Agent

Providing Insurance and
Financial Services

2345 Wyecroft Rd., Oakville  905-469-4499
www.grantleslie.ca ® grant@grantleslie.ca

AMICA.CA/BRONTEHARBOUR

EUROPEAN
windows and doors
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416.837.5242

Maciej Falger

Showroom: 1100 Invicta Dr., Unit 14, Oakville, ON L6H 2K9 :
info@housetuneup.ca | housetuneup.ca 512 = B :;.

Glen Oaks Funeral Home: A special place to remember

w You are unique. Your loved ones are unique. At your time of need or when
planning ahead, rely on us to help you create a one-of-a-kind remembrance.

-3 @ Glen Oaks FuneralHome & Cemetery
by Arbor Memorial

3164 Ninth Line, Oakville, ON « glenoaks.ca

RE} \OPERFECT

Get the RENO perfect seal of quality
with your home renovations

Visit our website to view a sample of our work and innovations.
www.renoperfect.ca

Call ERNEST for a FREE
consultation & quote.

416-579-9680

Arbor Memorial Inc.

On The Move 4 You!

e RESIDENTIAL PACKING & MOVING
e HOARDING CLEAN UP & EXTREME CLEANING
e ESTATE CLEAN-OUT
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1-844-866-8348

4% FREE
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LICENSED & INSURED ® WE DONATE & RECYCLE '. . Q U OT E s
info@wemove-it.com
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Nancy R. Czigli B.a., cHrp

Sales Representative
A REALTOR YOUR FAMILY CAN HAVE FAITH IN

nczigli@gmail.com
O: 905-825-7777 C: 416-659-0760

THIS IS NOT INTENDED TO SOLICIT BUYERS OR SELLERS
CURRENTLY UNDER CONTRACT WITH A BROKERAGE.
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Oakview Funeral Home

BY ARBOR MEMORIAL INC
56 Lakeshore Rd. W. | Oakville, Ont | 905-842-2252

COMMERCIAL REALTOR

416.803.7608
abechberger@kw.com
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Amanda Bechberger
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DENNIS’ of OAKVILLE
AUTO SERVICE

Complete Auto Service
To All Makes and Models

Dennis Ciaccia
501 Speers Road 905-842-6000
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Advertise your
business here! Call
the parish office
for details.
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YOUR HOME SOLD

GUARANTEED

\‘ OR WE'LL BUY IT!"
f SELLER i N1 AGRLE 9

RobGillRealtyGroup.ca | 416.949.5794

ON PRY

Sales Representative

ANITA ANAND

Member of Parliament, Oakville

MembershipDirectorKofC3881@gmail.com

On The Spotls

Carpet Cleaning Specialists
www.onthespotcleaning.ca

Voted #1 carpet cleaner -

FREE spot lifter
with every cleaning

SAVE 25% OFF

Knights of Columbus —
Marian Council 3881

1446 Wallace Rd. Oakville ON
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Let our advertisers know
that you saw their ad in our
bulletin
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Helping Oakville Parishes and
community through Charity, Unity
and Fraternity. If you want to help,

email:

anita.anand@parl.gc.ca @ 905-338-2008




