Fourth Sunday of Advent
Deacon Terry Murphy

Today is the 4™ Sunday of Advent — Stockings are
hung by the chimney with care. It’s only two days until
the Boxing Day sales. But let’s not rush past today —
the 4™ Sunday of Advent. The focus on this Sunday is
Love. St. Francis advises that love lightens all difficul-
ties and sweetens all bitterness. Jesus speaks to us in
John’s Gospel: ‘I am giving you these commands so
that you may love one another”.

It's really crazy, isn't it? Here we are listening to the
same story, again. Who doesn't know how it is going
to come out? The plot doesn't change from year to
year. Every shepherd is in place; the star is shining on
cue. No matter how predictable, we keep listening.
We lean forward with anticipation, for somehow,
despite the familiar details, we believe that this story
is about us. What if the angel's message to Mary (the
Lord is with you) is God's message to us?

According to Luke, this is what Gabriel told Mary, “The
Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the
Most High will overshadow you; therefore, the child to
be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God.”

Those are the elements of the story that we know.
But somewhere, along the way, we have to think
about what we don’t know. And what we don’t know
is what happened after the angel left the room.

You know how it is... someone asks you a tough ques-
tion, or you're faced with a difficult situation. Later,
you slap yourself on the forehead and say, “I wish I'd
said this...” You never think of the right — or clever —
response at the time. It only comes later. “I wish I'd
said that...”

Was that the way it was with Mary? “Why didn’t | ask
Gabriel this while | had the chance?” “Will Joseph
stick around? Will my parents still love me? Will my
friends stand by me or will | get dragged into town
and stoned? Will the pregnancy go all right? Will the
labor be hard? Will there be someone there to help
me when my time comes? Will | know what to do?
You say the child will be king of Israel, but what about

me? Will | survive his birth? What about me?”

All the angels in heaven couldn’t possibly prepare
Mary for what she would be experiencing. That’s just
not the way it works. You’ve got to go through it be-
fore you know what it’s like. The only way you really
can understand it is in hindsight.

It is hard for most of us today, who take our possible
salvation in Christ for granted to appreciate the im-
portance of this revelation that defined where the
Jewish religion evolved into the Christian religion. Yet,
it is the revelation of this most important mystery of
God that we celebrate at Christmas: "For the law was
given through Moses; grace and truth came through
Jesus Christ.”

If we want to find ourselves in this ancient but life-
giving tale, we need to look at the one who received
this word of assurance: Mary — who has been called,
‘the figure that is raised above all the figures of Ad-
vent’. In John, we may see our need to prepare the
way of the Lord, but in Mary we see the even greater
need to prepare Him room. In her, we see the re-
sponse of love.

So, we have heard this story again, this time through
the eyes of a woman of faith and unconditional love.
Still there are questions, intellectual doubts that block
our belief. Can we be like Mary who asked questions
but did not wait until every doubt was answered be-
fore she risked herself in believing this fantastic story?

The times that | have shied away from trusting God
for my future or from believing that God's Will was
superior to my own plans and schemes, were not
times of intellectual doubt, but fear. | was afraid that
believing God might mean losing something, giving up
my own comfort, or security or familiar lifestyle.

Love is not dwelling on what we do not understand,
but being faithful to the light we are given. Love is not
an act; it is a process. It is committing all we know of
ourselves to all we know of God in Jesus Christ. Both
will grow. As we know more of whom we are, there
will be more to invest in a God who has come to us,
and said, "Fear not!" Mary stands out as the greatest
example of love, for she not only prepared the way of
the Lord, she provided Him room!
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—FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT—

Christmas Octave: December 25—Jan 01

Tuesday, December 26 — st. Stephen the Martyr

8:30am NO MASS

Wednesday, December 27 — st. John, Apostle &
Evangelist

8:30 am + Eardley & Wynnes Riggs-Long

Thursday, December 28 — The Holy Innocents,
First Martyrs for Christ

8:30 am + Kathleen Corona

Friday, December 29 - st. Thomas Becket

8:30 pm + Teresa Lori & Marisa Piccinini

—THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS,
MARY AND JOSEPH—

Saturday, December 30 — st. Anysia

4:00 —4:30 pm Reconciliation

5:00 pm For:

+ Darryl Ward, + Anna & Charlie Lewis,

+ Catherine & Frank Melia, Int. Fiona Shiels,
Int. of Madelena Pinheiro, + José Pinheiro,
+ Elizabeth Reilly, + Tracy M. Wilder, + Riley
Bolton, + Neil McCallister, + Holy Souls in
Purgatory

Sunday, December 31
9:00 am
11:00 am

For our

Parish




SANCTUARY LAMP

Our Sanctuary lamp will be lit this week
for the Intentions of Fr. Ranjan D’Sa OCD

Christmas Eve - Sunday, December 24, 2023
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Note: the evening Masses on Dec. 24 & 31 do not fulfil the
MERRY CHRISTMAS!

Sunday Obligation. These are separate obligations. The Solem-

nity of Mary, Mother of God, January 1%, is also a Holy Day of

l : May the peace and blessing of Christmas be
Obligation. . . )
ﬁ yours and may the coming year be filled ﬁ
with happiness.
LOOKING TO DEEPEN YOUR FAITH? ﬁ Fr. Ranjan D’Sa and Staff ﬁ
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God is calling you to a deeper relationship with Him!
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Learn more about Jesus! Learn more about our Faith, ask ques-
tions! Truth will always stand up to scrutiny. &
Please check out the links & resources page on our website
(saintdominic.ca/links) &

Or sign up to FORMED for free (signup.formed.org) and check out
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the videos, movies, audiobooks, children's shows and more!

You are always welcome here!


https://saintdominic.ca/links
https://signup.formed.org/

Dear Friends,

We will soon celebrate the great Solemnity of The Nativity of the Lord —
Christmas. Already Christmas cards are in the mail, Christmas music fills
the airwaves, and Christmas décor can be seen on, and in, our homes.
Christmas gifts are being exchanged. Choirs are practicing Christmas
music and parishioners are beginning to decorate the churches in prepa-
ration for the Christmas liturgies. Advertisements throughout the dio-
cese encourage Catholics to “Come Home For Christmas”! We want to
welcome sisters and brothers who worship with us at Christmas, so all
will experience the profound blessing of being a follower of Jesus Christ
— the King of Kings, and Lord of Lords, as Handel’s Messiah so beautifully
proclaims!

At this darkest time of the year, “Jesus is born in our midst; He is God
with us. He comes to accompany our daily lives, to share with us in all
things: our joys and sorrows, our hopes and fears. He comes as a helpless
child. He is born in the cold night, poor among the poor. In need of every-
thing, he knocks at the door of our hearts to find warmth and shel-
ter.” (Pope Francis, Christmas Message 2022)

During these Christmas festivities, take time to recall your blessings and
give thanks in quiet prayer. When caught up in the hustle and bustle of
Christmas preparations, be attentive to recognize the abundant pres-
ence of grace and goodness that surrounds you. The Lord reveals himself
still in boundless acts of kindness and generosity. When you are aware
of his presence through others, allow him to move you deeply, and to be
generous in turn. His mercy works in and through us. As we are blessed
by the goodness of others, so others are blessed by our generous acts!

The 1928 Nobel Prize winning Norwegian author, Sigrid Undset, wrote
this beautiful reflection on Christmas. | offer it as a gentle gift of wisdom.

Our Lady of the Annunciation, pray for us!

Ex corde, *@W, OMI

“Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, who has come to his people and

set them free. The Lord has raised up for us a mighty Saviour, born of the
house of his servant David. Through the holy prophets God promised of
old to save us from our enemies, from the hands of all who hate us, to
show mercy to our forebears, and to remember His holy covenant...

In the tender compassion of our God the dawn from on high shall break
upon us, to shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of
death, and to guide our feet into the way of peace.”

Canticle of Zechariah (Luke 1:68-79)

Take this time to invite Jesus into your heart. Live for Him and let
Him love others through you. He came to us as a helpless child so
that all may come to Him with all their heart, without reservation.

And when we give each other Christmas gifts

in His name, let us remember that He has
given us the sun and the moon and the stars,
and the earth with its forests and mountains
and oceans - and all that lives and move
upon them. He has given us all green things
and everything that blossoms and bears fruit
and all that we quarrel about and all that we
have misused - and to save us from our
foolishness, from all our sins, He came down
to earth and gave us Himself.

- Sigrid Undset
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KOPRIVA TAYLOR

COMMUNITY FUNERAL HOME

ROYAL LEPAGE
—

Terry Cooke—Director
64 Lakeshore Rd. W.
905-844-2600 ‘
www.koprivataylor.com

Cell 289-772-8822
anthony.danko@royallepage.ca | anthonydanko.realtor

Cell 905-334-7770
helendanko.com | helen@helendanko.com

O Desjardins

Insurance

EXTRAORDINARY
SENIOR LIVING

AMICA

BRONTE HARBOUR

rant Leslie
Agent

Providing Insurance and
Financial Services

2345 Wyecroft Rd., Oakville  905-469-4499
www.grantleslie.ca ® grant@grantleslie.ca

AMICA.CA/BRONTEHARBOUR

EUROPEAN
windows and doors
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416.837.5242

Maciej Falger

Showroom: 1100 Invicta Dr., Unit 14, Oakville, ON L6H 2K9 :
info@housetuneup.ca | housetuneup.ca 512 = B :;.

Glen Oaks Funeral Home: A special place to remember

w You are unique. Your loved ones are unique. At your time of need or when
planning ahead, rely on us to help you create a one-of-a-kind remembrance.

-3 @ Glen Oaks FuneralHome & Cemetery
by Arbor Memorial

3164 Ninth Line, Oakville, ON « glenoaks.ca

RE} \OPERFECT

Get the RENO perfect seal of quality
with your home renovations

Visit our website to view a sample of our work and innovations.
www.renoperfect.ca

Call ERNEST for a FREE
consultation & quote.

416-579-9680

Arbor Memorial Inc.

On The Move 4 You!

e RESIDENTIAL PACKING & MOVING
e HOARDING CLEAN UP & EXTREME CLEANING
e ESTATE CLEAN-OUT
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1-844-866-8348

4% FREE
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LICENSED & INSURED ® WE DONATE & RECYCLE '. . Q U OT E s
info@wemove-it.com
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Nancy R. Czigli B.a., cHrp

Sales Representative
A REALTOR YOUR FAMILY CAN HAVE FAITH IN

nczigli@gmail.com
O: 905-825-7777 C: 416-659-0760

THIS IS NOT INTENDED TO SOLICIT BUYERS OR SELLERS
CURRENTLY UNDER CONTRACT WITH A BROKERAGE.
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Oakview Funeral Home

BY ARBOR MEMORIAL INC
56 Lakeshore Rd. W. | Oakville, Ont | 905-842-2252

COMMERCIAL REALTOR

416.803.7608
abechberger@kw.com

(T kv sian

ELLERWLLIAMS mnw >< g

Amanda Bechberger
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DENNIS’ of OAKVILLE
AUTO SERVICE

Complete Auto Service
To All Makes and Models

Dennis Ciaccia
501 Speers Road 905-842-6000
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Advertise your
business here! Call
the parish office
for details.
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YOUR HOME SOLD

GUARANTEED

\‘ OR WE'LL BUY IT!"
f SELLER i N1 AGRLE 9

RobGillRealtyGroup.ca | 416.949.5794
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Sales Representative

ANITA ANAND

Member of Parliament, Oakville

MembershipDirectorKofC3881@gmail.com

On The Spotls

Carpet Cleaning Specialists
www.onthespotcleaning.ca

Voted #1 carpet cleaner -

FREE spot lifter
with every cleaning

SAVE 25% OFF

Knights of Columbus —
Marian Council 3881

1446 Wallace Rd. Oakville ON
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Let our advertisers know
that you saw their ad in our
bulletin
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Helping Oakville Parishes and
community through Charity, Unity
and Fraternity. If you want to help,

email:

anita.anand@parl.gc.ca @ 905-338-2008




