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THE 6TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Knowing God — the key to true happiness
Fr. Ranjan D’Sa OCD

St. Augustine, in his book ‘Against the Acade-
micians and the Teacher’, discusses in a rheto-
ric form the meaning of life. He asks the very
essential question of our day-to-day life — why
do we work so hard in life? The logical conclu-
sion of his lengthy discourse was “Happiness”.
Everyone wants to be happy. But many a time
we have no idea what real happiness means.
We might tend to believe with the world that
happiness depends on the things and events
around us and how they unravel to us.

Is happiness a matter of having what one
wants to be happy? The consumerist world
defines happiness as “having what we want”. If
that is true, then there is no doubt the world is
still in search for more things to be happy for
there is no limit to our wants and desires. The
material gains of this world are far from giving
us real happiness, for every material gain is
subject to fear of loss. Therefore, St. Augustine
argues that it is in our love of God that we find
permanent and enduring happiness without
fear of loss which can limit our happiness.

The knowledge of God, therefore, is something
very essential to have true happiness. Today’s
scripture gives us some idea how we can be
happy. Luke, like Matthew, uses the word
‘Blessed’ to describe true happiness. Of course,

true happiness can only come from God. In

today’s Gospel, Luke bluntly presents, without
any colour coating, the tenants of possessing
true happiness. He literally says that “blessed
are you who are poor”, “who are now hungry,”
“who are now weeping”, and “who are perse-
cuted”. Happiness is found within human limi-

tations.

The world tells us that being strong, dominant,
rich, controlling, having lots of followers... is
the cause of happiness. But for Luke that is the
recipe of disaster. He is inviting us to reflect on
the human tendency of searching for tempo-
rary happiness on their own, by relying on their
own powers. What will happen to them when
they lose their abilities? How would they deal
with the pressure of managing everything they
possess? What about the anxiety and stress?
So, Luke invites us to totally rely on God for
everything. He wants us to realize that our
human limitations help us find happiness in
God alone.

In the Lukan Gospel, Jesus calls the poor
blessed because, for him, they are already in
the Kingdom of God — The emphasis is on
“yours is the kingdom of God”. He does not say
that the Kingdom God will be theirs. To be part
of the God’s Kingdom one must accept God’s
rule and sovereignty. A self-dependent and self
-centered person cannot accept God’s rule and
therefore can’t be part of His kingdom. Only
those who have known God can genuinely be

poor, hungry...
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—6TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME—

Tuesday, February 18 - BI. Fra Angelico
8:30 am + Myung Sun Lee

Wednesday, February 19 - BI. Alvarez of Corova

8:30 am + So Myung Ku

Thursday, February 20 - st. Wulfric
8:30am +Joanne Van Acker
Friday, February 21 - BI. Pepin of Landon

8:30am + Isabelle Liard

9:00 —10:00 am Adoration

—7TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME—
Saturday, February 22 - st. Margaret of Cortona
4:00 —4:30 pm Reconciliation
5:00 pm For:

+ Mozart Eduardo de Oliveira, + Ludgero
Leal, + Don Kulawic

Sunday, February 23

9:00 am For our

11:00 am Parishioners




SACRAMENT OF FIRST RECONCILIATION

Will be held on Thursday, March 20™ at 6:30 pm for the children
from St. Dominic and St. Nicholas Schools, who will be receiving
the Sacrament of First Holy Communion in the Spring of 2025.
Parents are advised to prepare for the sacrament with their chil-
dren and to also participate. Help them prepare with an examina-
tion of conscience for kids. You can find one on our website:
saintdominic.ca/sacraments and click on ‘Reconciliation’.

YOUTH STUDY GROUP

The Young Vincentians of
St. Dominic Parish, Oak-
ville, invite all high school
students to a study group
on Thursday evenings

from 5:00 pm to 6:30 pm
_ in st

Centre.

Dominic’s Parish

Our awesome tutors are
university students willing to give of their time and share their

knowledge.
For more information, § :
please call the parish J¥&

office at 905-827-2373 or
email:

youngvincentians.

stdoms@gmail.com

INCOME TAX RECEIPTS

Income Tax Receipts will be available for pickup in the Narthex
after all the Masses today and next weekend, or you can come by
the parish office during business hours (Tuesday — Friday from
9:00 am — 12:00; and 1:00 pm — 4:00 pm. We are closed from
12:00 pm — 1:00 pm).

“Be my protector O God, a mighty stronghold to
save me. For you are my rock, my stronghold!
Lead me, guide me, for the sake of you're name.”

/ SANCTUARY LAMP

Our Sanctuary Lamp will be lit this week:
In Memory of Joao Borges
Intentions of the Thomas Family
In Thanksgiving of Special Intention

PARISH SOCIAL COMMITTEE
Thank you for a Wonderful Weekend of Events!

We had an incredibly busy and successful weekend at the parish last
weekend with two fantastic events — the Fiddlestix Concert, Dinner
& Dance on Saturday, and the Valentine’s Chocolate-Dipped Pretzel
Rod Sale after each weekend Mass.

A heartfelt thank you to all the volunteers and participants who
contributed their time and effort to making both events a success!

Fiddlestix Concert and Dinner Update

A dedicated team of volunteers worked tirelessly to bring this event
to life. We sold 101 tickets, matching last year’s total-an incredible
turnout, as we consider 100 tickets a sellout for this type of event!
After a delicious meal, Fiddlestix kept the dance floor packed until
about 9:40 pm. A special thank you to everyone who stayed after-
ward to help with the cleanup! On Sunday morning, our committee
received the following heartwarming feedback from an attendee:

“It was an uplifting night for all - a getaway from the day-to-day doom and
gloom. For a small amount of money, we are entertained. A huge success.
Thanks to all that made it happen. | believe this is what church and commu-
nity are about.”

Valentine’s Chocolate-Dipped Pretzel Rod Sale

The response to our Chocolate-Dipped Pretzels was overwhelming!
Thanks to the efforts of our wonderful parish social committee vol-
unteers, we sold out all 300+ pretzel rods.

The proceeds from this sale will help fund our Free annual events,
including:

Summer Garden Party, Ice Cream Sundae Sundays, and
New Year’s Eve Games Night
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SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT DE PAUL
ST. DOMINIC/ST. ANDREW CONFERENCE

One week until our COLDEST NIGHT OF THE YEAR WALK. Please join
our event on Saturday, February 22" and participate in the walk,
volunteer that day, or consider making a donation. If you want to
donate, go to St. Andrew/St. Dominic Team. Donations over $20.00
will receive a tax receipt. Our community makes all the difference
caring for those who are hungry, hurting or without a home. More
information can be found on our site:

cnoy.org/location/oakvilleglenabbey

THANK YOU FROM SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT DE PAUL

With the generous support of our parishioners, the Society of St.
Vincent de Paul continue our work to support and serve our neigh-
bours in need within our community. The success of the November
Special Collection helps provide PC or Metro and Walmart gift cards
for 41 families: 54 adults and 76 children ensuring they could enjoy
the spirit of Christmas. We at SSVE are truly thankful for your past
generosity and on-going support.

LITURGICAL MINISTERS OF HOPE

During Lent this year, the Liturgy Office invites all Liturgical Minis-
ters to gather for a Lenten retreat on the theme of Liturgical Minis-
ters of Hope. Saturday, March 22, 2025, Basilica of Our Lady Im-
maculate, Guelph, Ontario, 10:00 am to 12:30 pm or Saturday,
March 29, 2025, St. Matthew Parish, Oakville, Ontario, 10:00 am to
12:30 pm, or Saturday, April 05, 2025, Annunciation of the Lord
Parish, Hamilton, Ontario, 10:00 am to 12:30 pm.

SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - FEBRUARY 16, 2025

Happy are those who know they need God. Happy are those who
live faithfully to the vocation of the life-commitment God calls
them, be it married, single, religious, or priesthood. If God is calling
you, to be a priest, religious or deacon, contact Fr. Mark Morley,
Director of Vocations, Diocese of Hamilton at 905-528-7988.

Email: vocations@hamiltondiocese.com

HAMILTON DIOCESE PRAYER CALENDAR

Monday, February 17 Rev. Paul Edmondstone

Tuesday, February 18 Rev. Fernand Pierre

Discalced Carmelite Sisters
0.CD

Wednesday, February 19

Thursday, February 20 Rev. Grzegorz Ogorzalek

Friday, February 21 Rev. Msgr. Edward Sheridan

Saturday, February 22 Very Rev. David Wynen

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK & INSTAGRAM! — | Instagram: ~ @saintdominicym

JUBILEE OF HOPE 2025

The Diocese of Hamilton joins the
celebration of the global Church in
this Ordinary Jubilee Year 2025,

o0 '(‘ w “Pilgrims of Hope!” All are invited
»7 % | to journey through this year draw-
7\ ¢ “I ing closer to God through prayer,
(90 service and experiences of renew-

P”_(;R\\A al. Six churches have been desig-

nated as pilgrimage sites across the
Diocese, welcoming you as a visitor over the course of the Jubilee
to come and pray. Resources, information and locations of the
pilgrimage sites are all available on the Diocese Website:
hamiltondiocese.com/jubilee

I noon to 1:00 pm).

MINISTERIAL FORMATION THROUGH VLCFF

The Diocese of Hamilton is proud to partner with Dayton Universi-
ty’s Virtual Learning Community for Adult Faith Formation (VLCFF)
to offer certificate programs for ministry and enrichment for adult
faith formation. We are currently taking enrollment for the Youth
Ministry Certificate Program and the Catechist Formation Program
for the Diocese of Hamilton, which begins in September 2024.
Three and five-week e-seminars are also available at a discount rate
for all adults in the Diocese looking to further their learning. For
more information about our programs, and how to register, visit us

at www.hamiltondioceselearns.com

SAINT DOMINIC PARISH
2415 Rebecca Street,

Parish Hours: Tuesday to Friday — 9:00 am to 4:00 pm (Closed from

Follow us on social media!

Facebook: @saintdominicoakville & @saintdominicym

l

Oakville, Ontario, L6L 2B1 I

Phone: 905-827-2373 l

Fax: 905-827-6055 |

Email: office@saintdominic.ca I

Website: saintdominic.ca

|

Pastor: Reverend Ranjan D’Sa OCD |

rdsa@hamiltondiocese.com I

Pastoral Associate/Youth Minister: Michael Aguiar |

michael@saintdominic.ca I

Deacon: Reverend Mr. Terry Murphy |

Parish Accountant: Brian Thornton I

Secretary: Mary Evans I
Sacristan: Judi Kingry

Custodian: Peter Coffey |

l

l

l

|

|
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Terry Cooke—Director

“TTheName Friends Recommend to Friends” 64 Lakeshore Rd. W. ‘
Cell 905-334-7770 Cell 289-772-8822 905-844-2600 (J
% X — :
h:endanko.com | helen@helendanko.com anthony.danko@royallepage.ca| anthonydanko.realtor | WWW. kOprIVatayIOr.COm EXPERIENCE THE AMICA DIFFERENCE

We could tell you what makes Amica Bronte Harbour different
from other senior living residences. But we'd rather show you.
599 Third Line, After all, what makes us different is different for everyone.

Grant Leslie Oﬁ/i( Oakville, Ontario L6L 4A8

‘ Agent e SCHEDULE A TOUR AND COMPLIMENTARY LUNCH.
‘ MTCHE%’FH CENTRE Ph: 905.827.4611 CALL JADE AT 905-842-8167
Providing Insurance and info@oakvillekitchencentre.com

Financial Services www.oakvillekitchencentre.com
A M I C A 160 BRONTE RD

2345 Wyecroft Rd., Oakville s 905-469-4499
www.grantleslie.ca ¢ grant@grantleslie.ca AMICA.CA/BRONTEHARBOUR

O Desjardins

Insurance

-

BRONTE HARBOUR

, Il DENNIS’ of OAKVILLE
&t[ﬁ HOUSE EUROPEAN ; AUTO SERVICE

TUNE UP windows and doors SALES REPRESENTATIVE
COMMERCIAL | RESIDENTIAL

Complete Auto Service

416.803.7608 905.338.3737 (. \
amandabechberger@royallepage.ca W=y To All Makes and

41 6.837.5242 www.redverscommercial.ca y Models

e 261 North Service Rd. W, Oakville, ON L6M 3E7
Maciej Falger Royal LePage Real Estate Services Ltd, Brokerage

Dennis Ciaccia

N — (100 “‘v
Showroom: 1100 Invicta Dr., Unit 14, Oakville, ON L6H 2K9 s ROVALLEPAGE 501 Speers Road

info@housetuneup.ca | housetuneup.ca 905-842-6000

YOUR HOME SOLD

Oakview Funeral Home = £=¢ GUARANTEED ]
BY ARBOR MEMORIAL INC e ¥ OR WE’LL BLJY'T"h

56 Lakeshore Rd. W. | Oakville, Ont | 905-842-2252 w 'SELLER & ACE GALL MUST AGAEE N FRICE & CLOSING

5;“ RobGillRealtyGroup.ca | 416.949.5794
(CARPET WAREHOUSE m Knights of Columbus - On The Spotle

Marian Council 3881 Carpet Cleaning Specialists

www.onthespotcleaning.ca

Dominic Tonelli
238 Cross Ave. 905-842-0042

carpetwarehouse@bellnet.ca Helping Oakville Parishes and

Voted #1 carpet cleaner PO

On The

CARPET cLeaning
o

community through Charity, Unity

Advertise with us! Contact the and Fraternity. If you want to help,
parish office at 905-827-2373

or office@saintdominic.ca

FREE spot lifter
with every cleaning " wasase —

905.825.4256
SAVE 250/0 OFF *\Alith thic ad

PARTIES '’ MORE

email:

MembershipDirectorKofC3881@gmail.com

HARVEY'S 8RNI
Tk heausifilthing (HALET | WORRY ABOUT DINNER

2 CAN DINE FOR ANITA ANAND , ,
$ Member of Parliament, Oakville "eIP"“J Tou Gelebrate ince (990!
427 Speers Rd. Unit #19
20.99
2 Quarter Chicken Dinners info.puﬁiesnmore@%mgriiiﬁ%o&im.padiesnmore‘cu
WIITE MEAT ADD $2.00 pr entrée anita.anand@parl.ge.ca @ 905-338-2008 Phone (905) 842-6960

MUNDENREALTY.COM
M MORE THAN AN AGENT.
.

7

Let our advertisers know
that you saw their ad in our
bulletin

BOOK MICKEY WITH NICKEY sé

NICOLE DESJARDINS, Travel Advisor ﬁ&& 1
N

WAYNE MUNDEN

Dy

s et el coupon ek e Wk e Quany ke deven Vil i dng) 905-330-0893 - .
rihaoet 7 15 N 1 s e SALES REPRESENTATIVE 0 PLITONTIO
LIt e e o o ik At i et v 3 ot NICOLE D@PLAYCATIONTRAVEL COM
Py oo rosmsons Engee Dl 140 2624 @ 905.399.5910 TRAYRLLID

playcationtravel.com/nicole-desjardins

ing in Walt Disney i vacations

ALLIANCE REALTY

: @ 3543 WYECROFT RD OAKVILLE, ONTARIO  906-469-8764 | REMAX




